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Study Data on Cancer 

To the Editor: 


Recently you published ’ a 
, full-page advertisement from 
the Tobacco Institute question¬ 
ing the scientific validity of a 
study by Drs. Auerbach and 
Hammond on cigarette smoking 
in dogs, which was presented 
by the American Cancer So-' 
ciety. 

There has been a mass of 
evidence, statistical, epidemio¬ 
logical and biological, that cig¬ 
arette. smoking is the major 
cause of lung cancer in man. 
The culminating evidence in 
the recent Auerbach-Hammond 
study demonstrates that dogs 
can get lung cancer from smok¬ 
ing cigarettes. 

The Tobacco Institute states 
- that "present accounts of^ this 
study are based solely upon the 
information and interpretations 
provided by the press." The 
facts are that the findings of 
the study were made public at 
a scientific meeting of the 
American Cancer Society, This 
was an open meeting to which 
physicians, other scientists and 
representatives of research and 
educational institutions were 
-invited. 

One of the reasons for a 


prompt presentation to sc 

icn- 

tists and the public was 

the 

significant data obtained 

in 

suoport ol the theory that 


tar nr.ct nicotine in 

the 

mainstream of smoke, the 

less 


r* —r- *."«*.;*'-ert; v -• >v 
• the risk of emphysema, and 
lung cancer. " . *1 

• lor years segments of the', 
cigarette industry have attacked,' 
warnings of the dangers of 
cigarette smoking and protest- 
.ed that no one had been able 
to produce lung cancer in ani-. 
mals with cigarette smoke. This . 
has now been done. 

“The Tobacco Institute attacks 
the American Cancer Society 
for “its use of publicity techni¬ 
ques.” This comes from an in¬ 
dustry that for years has re¬ 
lied on publicity and advertis¬ 
ing to obscure the fact that 
cigarette smoking is the main 
cause of lung cancer in man. 

The Tobacco Institute re-’ 
quested that it be allowed to ’; 
appoint a committee to review ' 
the findings in the Auerbach- 
Hammond study. This request’ 
is without precedent in the-, 
scientific community, and we - 
refused the request. ’ - v 

There has never been any- 
restriction against individual - 
scientists visiting the Veterans 
Administration Hospital in East 
Orange, if. J., where the work" 
was done, and reviewing the" 
research with Drs. Auerbach. 
and Hammond. A number of 
distinguished scientists have 
already reviewed the findings.. 

Because of the great public 
interest in the link between, 
cigarette smoking and lung can¬ 
cer, and because of the adver¬ 
tising campaign initiated by tliS 
Tobacco Institute to cast 
on the validity of the dog study, • 
the A.C.S. is requesting the ■ 
Surgeon General of the United 
States Public Health Service to 
appoint an impartial scientific 
_body to conduct an analysis of 1 
the Aubcrbach-Hammond study 
data. [Editorial May 9.] 

William B. Lewis , 
Chairman, Board of Directors 
■American Cancer Society . 

• New York, May 7, 1970. 
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Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/glmkOOOO' ' 




